Advanced Composition

Fall 2005

Rebekah L. Goode

Essay: A Narrative Inspired by Music

Date Due: Monday, December 19, 2005

In class, we read the essay inspired by Bob Marley. Toure’ loved the song “I Shot the Sheriff” and felt inspired to write the story behind the song. He included events and information from the song lyrics, and he added his own details to tell the whole story.

You may choose to tell the story behind a song that you like, or write an original story inspired by a song. You will be given one class period to draft your essay and one class period to workshop the essay with your peers and begin to revise. On Friday, we will work in the computer lab, and you may use that time to type your essay and work on your final portfolio. 

Your essay will be graded by the following rubric:

60% Completeness

Did you tell a story? Does your story have a clear beginning, middle and end? Are you descriptive in your writing? Have you included at least five adjectives, five adverbs, two metaphors and/or similes, proper nouns wherever possible and active, vibrant verbs?

20% Grammar and Mechanics


Is your paper in clear, “standard” English (except in dialog where appropriate)?


Have you eliminated all subject/verb errors?


Are all your verbs in the same tense (either all past, present or future)?


Have you used proper paragraphs and punctuation?

10% Neatness


Is your paper typed?


Is your paper clean and professional looking?


Have you put your name on your paper?

10% Creativity/Originality

The class will begin presenting their essays on Monday, December 19, 2005.  Come to class prepared to play an excerpt from your song on cd and read your essay aloud. Remember, your song must be appropriate for school. If you have a question about your song, please bring me the lyrics for approval. 

I suggest that you practice reading your essay aloud. Practice your presentation for your family. I am sure your parents would love to hear your wonderful stories and creative choice of music. If all else fails, please practice reading in front of the bathroom mirror until you feel comfortable with your words.

Your presentation will be graded by the following rubric:

70% Completeness


Did you do your presentation for the class?


Did you come prepared to play your song and read your essay?

30% Professionalism


Did you read your essay loudly, clearly and with proper pronunciation?


Did you stand up straight and keep your hands out of your pockets and hair?


Did you read your story without disclaimers or apologies?

I look forward to hearing your essays and your songs!

